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Date and Time Formats

Title: Understanding Date and Time Formats in Windows

Introduction: In the world of computing, the accurate representation and manipulation of date and
time values are crucial. Date and time formats play a vital role in various applications, including data
processing, scheduling, logging, and internationalization. This article aims to provide an informative
and instructional guide on date and time formats specifically tailored for the Windows environment.

Examples:

1. Displaying the Current Date and Time in Windows Command Prompt (CMD): To display the
current date and time in the CMD, you can use the following command:

echo %date% %time%

This will output the date and time in the default format configured on your Windows system.

2. Formatting Date and Time in PowerShell: PowerShell provides more flexibility in formatting
date and time values. Here's an example of formatting the current date and time in a specific
format:

Get-Date -Format "yyyy-MM-dd HH:mm:ss"

This will display the date and time in the "YYYY-MM-DD HH:MM:SS" format.

3. Parsing Date and Time Strings in C#: If you are developing a Windows application using C#,
you might need to parse date and time strings into DateTime objects. Here's an example of
parsing a date and time string in a custom format:

string dateString = "2022-01-01 09:30:00";
DateTime dateTime = DateTime.ParseExact(dateString, "yyyy-MM-
dd HH:mm:ss", CultureInfo.InvariantCulture);

Conclusion: Understanding date and time formats is essential for accurate representation and
manipulation of temporal data in the Windows environment. Whether you are working with the
Command Prompt, PowerShell, or developing Windows applications, having a solid grasp of date
and time formats will enable you to handle temporal data effectively. By following the examples
provided in this article, you can confidently work with date and time values in Windows.
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