
Procedimento.com.br

How to Manage Legacy Browsers on Windows

Legacy browsers refer to older versions of web browsers that are no longer supported or updated by
their developers. These browsers can pose significant security risks and compatibility issues, but they
may still be necessary for accessing certain legacy web applications or internal systems that have not
been updated to support modern browsers. Managing legacy browsers on Windows involves
ensuring they are used safely and efficiently without compromising the security of the system.

In this article, we will discuss how to manage legacy browsers on a Windows environment, including
how to install and run them, and how to mitigate potential security risks. We will also provide practical
examples and commands to help you implement these practices effectively.

Examples:

1. Installing Legacy Browsers: To install a legacy browser, you may need to download the
installer from an archive site or the official website's legacy section. For instance, to install an
older version of Internet Explorer, you can follow these steps:

Download the installer for the desired version of Internet Explorer from the Microsoft
website or a trusted archive.
Run the installer and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the installation.

msiexec /i path_to_installer.msi

2. Running Legacy Browsers Safely: To minimize security risks, run legacy browsers in a
controlled environment, such as a virtual machine or a sandbox. Windows Sandbox is a
useful feature for this purpose.

Enable Windows Sandbox:

dism /online /Enable-Feature /FeatureName:"Containers-
DisposableClientVM" /All

Launch Windows Sandbox from the Start menu and install the legacy browser within
the sandbox environment.

3. Configuring Compatibility Mode: If you need to run a legacy browser for a specific
application, you can use Windows Compatibility Mode to ensure it runs correctly.

Right-click the browser executable or shortcut.
Select "Properties" and go to the "Compatibility" tab.
Check "Run this program in compatibility mode for:" and select the appropriate
Windows version.
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4. Using Group Policy to Restrict Legacy Browser Usage: To control the usage of legacy

browsers across an organization, you can use Group Policy.

Open the Group Policy Management Console (gpedit.msc).
Navigate to User Configuration -> Administrative Templates -> System.
Enable "Don't run specified Windows applications" and add the executable names of
the legacy browsers you want to restrict.

gpedit.msc

5. Monitoring and Updating: Regularly monitor the usage of legacy browsers and ensure they
are updated to the latest supported versions whenever possible. Use PowerShell scripts to
automate this process.

Get-WmiObject -Class Win32_Product | Where-
Object { $_.Name -match "Internet Explorer" }
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