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How to Manage RabbitMQ Plugins on Windows

RabbitMQ is a powerful message broker that supports multiple messaging protocols. One of its
standout features is its plugin system, which allows users to extend RabbitMQ's functionality.
Managing RabbitMQ plugins on a Windows environment can be slightly different from other operating
systems, but it is equally important for customizing and optimizing RabbitMQ for your specific needs.
This article will guide you through the process of enabling, disabling, and managing RabbitMQ
plugins on a Windows system using Command Prompt (CMD).

Examples:

1. Installing RabbitMQ on Windows: Before managing plugins, ensure that RabbitMQ is
installed on your Windows machine. You can download the RabbitMQ installer from the
official website and follow the installation instructions.

2. Setting Up Environment Variables: After installation, you need to set up the environment
variables to use RabbitMQ commands in CMD.

set RABBITMQ_HOME=C:\Program Files\RabbitMQ Server\rabbitmq_server-<v
ersion>
set PATH=%PATH%;%RABBITMQ_HOME%\sbin

3. Enabling a Plugin: To enable a RabbitMQ plugin, open CMD and navigate to the RabbitMQ
sbin directory:

cd C:\Program Files\RabbitMQ Server\rabbitmq_server-<version>\sbin

Use the following command to enable a plugin, for example, the rabbitmq_management
plugin:

rabbitmq-plugins enable rabbitmq_management

This command enables the RabbitMQ Management Plugin, which provides a web-based UI
for managing RabbitMQ.

4. Disabling a Plugin: To disable a plugin, use the following command:

rabbitmq-plugins disable rabbitmq_management

5. Listing All Plugins: To view all available and enabled plugins, use the following command:
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rabbitmq-plugins list

This command will show a list of all plugins along with their statuses (enabled or disabled).

6. Checking Plugin Status: To check the status of a specific plugin, use:

rabbitmq-plugins list -e | findstr rabbitmq_management

This command filters the list to show only the rabbitmq_management plugin and its status.

7. Restarting RabbitMQ: After enabling or disabling plugins, you may need to restart RabbitMQ
for the changes to take effect. Use the following commands:

rabbitmqctl stop
rabbitmq-server -detached
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