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How to Utilize Portable Storage in Windows

Portable storage devices, such as USB flash drives, external hard drives, and SD cards, are essential
tools for data transfer and backup. In the Windows environment, these devices can be used
efficiently for various tasks, including file storage, system backups, and even running portable
applications. This article will guide you through the process of managing and utilizing portable
storage in Windows, ensuring you can maximize their potential.

Examples:

1. Connecting and Accessing Portable Storage:

Plug your portable storage device into an available USB port.
Windows will typically recognize the device automatically and assign it a drive letter.
You can access the device through File Explorer by navigating to "This PC" and
selecting the assigned drive letter.

2. Formatting a Portable Storage Device:

Open File Explorer and right-click on the portable storage device.
Select "Format" from the context menu.
Choose the desired file system (e.g., NTFS, FAT32, exFAT) and click "Start" to format
the device.

3. Copying Files to Portable Storage via CMD:

Open Command Prompt by typing cmd in the Start menu search bar and pressing
Enter.
Use the xcopy command to copy files. For example: 

xcopy C:\Users\YourUsername\Documents\*.* E:\Backup\ /E /H /C /
I

This command copies all files and directories from the Documents folder to the
Backup folder on the portable storage device (assuming the device is assigned drive
letter E:).

4. Running Portable Applications:

Download a portable application (e.g., PortableApps.com offers many).
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Extract the application to your portable storage device.
Navigate to the application’s folder on the portable storage device and run the
executable file.

5. Creating a Backup Using PowerShell:

Open PowerShell by typing powershell in the Start menu search bar and pressing
Enter.
Use the Copy-Item cmdlet to create a backup. For example: 

Copy-Item -Path "C:\Users\YourUsername\Documents\*" -Destinatio
n "E:\Backup\" -Recurse

This command copies all items from the Documents folder to the Backup folder on the
portable storage device (assuming the device is assigned drive letter E:).
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