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Hyper-V - Critical Pause Virtual Machine

In the world of virtualization, Hyper-V has become a popular choice for running virtual machines on
Windows systems. One critical feature offered by Hyper-V is the ability to pause a virtual machine in
a critical state. This article aims to explain the concept of a critical pause in Hyper-V and its
importance in the Windows environment.

The critical pause feature allows users to temporarily pause a virtual machine, preserving its current
state and memory contents. This can be extremely useful in situations where a virtual machine is
experiencing issues or exhibiting abnormal behavior. By pausing the virtual machine, users can
analyze the problem without the risk of further damage or data loss.

In the Windows environment, the critical pause feature can be accessed through the Hyper-V
Manager. Simply right-click on the virtual machine in question and select the "Pause" option. This will
initiate the critical pause, and the virtual machine will be temporarily halted.

Examples:

1. Using PowerShell:

Suspend-VM -Name "VirtualMachineName"

2. Using Command Prompt:

vmconnect.exe /edit "VirtualMachineName"

This will open the virtual machine's console, where you can click on the "Pause" button to
initiate the critical pause.

During the critical pause, the virtual machine's state is saved, and all its processes are halted.
However, the virtual machine's memory contents remain intact, allowing for a seamless recovery
once the critical pause is ended.

To resume a virtual machine from a critical pause, simply right-click on the virtual machine in the
Hyper-V Manager and select the "Resume" option. Alternatively, you can use the following
PowerShell command:

Resume-VM -Name "VirtualMachineName"
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