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Permanently Deleting a Microsoft Account on Windows

In today's digital age, managing online accounts has become an essential part of our lives. However,
there may come a time when you no longer need a Microsoft account and want to permanently delete
it. This article will guide you through the process of permanently deleting a Microsoft account on
Windows, providing step-by-step instructions and highlighting any adjustments necessary for the
Windows environment.

Examples:

1. Before proceeding with the deletion process, it is crucial to back up any important data
associated with your Microsoft account. This includes emails, files, contacts, and any other
data stored in services like Outlook, OneDrive, or Xbox Live.

2. To begin the deletion process, open a web browser and navigate to the Microsoft account
closure page. You can do this by searching for "Close your account" on the Microsoft website
or by visiting account.microsoft.com.

3. Sign in to the Microsoft account you wish to delete. You may need to verify your identity using
two-factor authentication or by entering a security code sent to your registered email or phone
number.

4. After signing in, carefully read through the information provided on the account closure page.
Microsoft emphasizes that account closure is irreversible and prompts you to review the
consequences before proceeding.

5. If you are certain about deleting your Microsoft account, click on the "Next" button to proceed.
You may be asked to provide a reason for closing your account, but this step is optional.

6. On the next page, you will be informed about the waiting period before your account is
permanently deleted. Microsoft retains your account information for a period of 60 days in
case you change your mind. During this time, your account will be deactivated but can still be
recovered if desired.

7. After the waiting period, your Microsoft account will be permanently deleted, and all
associated data will be lost. It is important to note that this action cannot be undone, so make
sure to double-check your decision before proceeding.
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