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Troubleshooting ERROR 1524 (HY000) in Windows Environment

In a Windows environment, the ERROR 1524 (HY000): Plugin 'unix_socket' is not loaded may occur
when trying to connect to a MySQL server. However, since the 'unix_socket' plugin is specific to Unix-
like systems, it is not applicable in a Windows environment. 

MySQL on Windows uses named pipes for local connections instead of Unix sockets. Therefore, the
error message indicates that the 'unix_socket' plugin is not loaded because it is not needed or
supported on Windows. This article will explain the error message and provide alternative solutions
for Windows users.

Examples:

1. Connecting to MySQL Server using Named Pipes in Windows Command Prompt:

mysql -u username -p --protocol=pipe

2. Connecting to MySQL Server using Named Pipes in PowerShell:

mysql.exe -u username -p --protocol=pipe

3. Modifying the MySQL configuration file (my.ini) to enable named pipes:

[client]
protocol=pipe
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