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How to Apply Security Patches on macOS

Security patches are crucial for maintaining the integrity and safety of any operating system. For
macOS, applying these patches ensures that your system is protected from vulnerabilities and
exploits that could compromise your data and privacy. This article will guide you through the process
of applying security patches on macOS, highlighting the importance of keeping your system updated
and secure.

Examples:
1. Using System Preferences:

The most straightforward way to apply security patches on macOS is through the System
Preferences.

o Open System Preferences from the Apple menu.
o Click on Software Update.
o |f any updates are available, click Update Now to install them.

This method ensures that all available security patches and updates are applied to your
system.

2. Using Terminal:

For users who prefer command-line interfaces, macOS provides a way to manage updates
via the Terminal.

(o]

Open Terminal from the Applications > Utilities folder.
To check for available updates, type:

o

sof t war eupdat e -1

o

To install all available updates, type:

sudo softwareupdate -i -a

o

You may be prompted to enter your administrator password to proceed.
This method is particularly useful for remote management or automation scripts.
3. Automating Updates:

You can configure your macOS system to automatically download and install updates,
ensuring that you always have the latest security patches applied.
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o Open System Preferences from the Apple menu.
o Click on Software Update.
o Check the box for Automatically keep my Mac up to date.
o For more granular control, click Advanced and select the options that best suit your
needs, such as automatically checking for updates, downloading new updates when
available, and installing macOS updates.

By following these methods, you can ensure that your macOS system remains secure and up-to-date
with the latest security patches.
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