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How to Preview Files on macOS

In the macOS environment, file previewing is a crucial feature that enhances productivity by allowing
users to quickly view the contents of a file without opening it in a dedicated application. This feature is
particularly useful for quickly scanning documents, images, PDFs, and other file types. The primary
tool for file previewing on macOS is "Quick Look," which provides a convenient and efficient way to
preview files.

Examples:

1. Using Quick Look via Finder:

Navigate to the file you want to preview in Finder.
Select the file by clicking on it.
Press the spacebar to open the Quick Look preview window.
To close the preview, press the spacebar again or click the "X" button in the preview
window.

2. Using Quick Look via Terminal:

Open the Terminal application.
Navigate to the directory containing the file you want to preview using the cd
command. 

cd /path/to/your/file

Use the qlmanage command to preview the file. 

qlmanage -p yourfile.txt

This command will open the Quick Look preview window for the specified file.

3. Previewing Multiple Files:

Select multiple files in Finder by holding down the Command key and clicking on each
file.
Press the spacebar to preview all selected files in a single Quick Look window.
Use the arrow keys to navigate through the previews.

4. Using Quick Look Plugins:
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Quick Look supports plugins that extend its functionality to preview additional file
types.
To install a Quick Look plugin, download the plugin (usually a .qlgenerator file) and
place it in the ~/Library/QuickLook directory.
For example, to install a plugin for Markdown files: 

mkdir -p ~/Library/QuickLook
cp /path/to/markdown.qlgenerator ~/Library/QuickLook/
qlmanage -r

This command refreshes Quick Look and makes the new plugin available for use.
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