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How to Choose and Use a Code Editor in Linux

A code editor is an essential tool for any developer, providing a platform to write, edit, and manage
code efficiently. In the Linux environment, there are several powerful and versatile code editors
available, each with unique features tailored to different programming needs. This article will explore
some of the most popular code editors in Linux, their importance, and how to use them effectively.

Examples:

1. Vim: Vim is a highly configurable text editor built to enable efficient text editing. It is an
improved version of the vi editor distributed with most UNIX systems.

o Installation:
sudo apt-get install vim

o Basic Usage:

Open a file: vim filename

Insert mode: Press i

Save and exit: Press Esc, then type :wg and press Enter
Exit without saving: Press Esc, then type :q! and press Enter

2. GNU Emacs: Emacs is an extensible, customizable, free/libre text editor with additional
features like a project planner, mail and news reader, debugger interface, and more.

o Installation:
sudo apt-get install emacs
o Basic Usage:
= Open a file: emacs filename

= Save a file: Press Ctrl-x then Ctrl-s
» EXxit Emacs: Press Ctrl-x then Ctrl-c

3. Visual Studio Code: Visual Studio Code (VS Code) is a free source-code editor made by
Microsoft for Windows, Linux, and macOS. It includes support for debugging, embedded Git
control, syntax highlighting, intelligent code completion, snippets, and code refactoring.

o |nstallation:
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sudo apt update
sudo apt install software-properties-comon apt-transport-
htt ps wget
wget -q https://packages. m crosoft. conf keys/ m crosoft.asc -O |
sudo apt-key add -
sudo add-apt-repository "deb [arch=and64] https://packages.m cr
osoft.com repos/vscode stable main"
sudo apt update
sudo apt install code

o Basic Usage:
= Open a file: code filename
= Open a folder: code .

m Save a file: Ctrl+S
= Close VS Code: Ctrl+Q

4. Nano: Nano is a simple, user-friendly text editor that is often pre-installed on Unix-like
systems.
o |nstallation (if not pre-installed):
sudo apt-get install nano
o Basic Usage:
= Open a file: nano filename

= Save a file: Ctrl+0O, then Enter
= Exit Nano: Ctrl+X
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