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How to Use apt-get autoremove to Clean Up Your Linux System

In the world of Linux, managing disk space and ensuring your system remains clutter-free is crucial
for maintaining optimal performance. One common issue that users face is the accumulation of
unnecessary packages and dependencies that are no longer required. This is where the apt-get
autoremove command comes into play. This command helps you clean up these unnecessary
packages, freeing up valuable disk space and keeping your system tidy.

The apt-get autoremove command is a part of the Advanced Package Tool (APT) used by Debian-
based distributions such as Ubuntu. It is designed to remove packages that were automatically
installed to satisfy dependencies for other packages and are now no longer needed. This is
particularly useful after uninstalling software, as it ensures that orphaned dependencies do not linger
on your system.

Examples:

1. Basic Usage of apt-get autoremove To use apt-get autoremove, you simply need to run the
following command in your terminal:

sudo apt-get autoremove

This command will scan your system for unnecessary packages and prompt you for
confirmation before removing them.

2. Combining with apt-get update and apt-get upgrade It's a good practice to combine apt-
get autoremove with other APT commands to keep your system fully updated and clean.
Here’s a sequence of commands that you can run:

sudo apt-get update
sudo apt-get upgrade
sudo apt-get dist-upgrade
sudo apt-get autoremove
sudo apt-get autoclean

apt-get update: Fetches the list of available updates.
apt-get upgrade: Installs the newest versions of all packages currently installed.
apt-get dist-upgrade: Upgrades the system by intelligently handling changing
dependencies with new versions of packages.
apt-get autoremove: Removes unnecessary packages.
apt-get autoclean: Clears out the local repository of retrieved package files.
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3. Dry Run with apt-get autoremove If you want to see what packages would be removed

without actually performing the removal, you can use the --dry-run option:

sudo apt-get autoremove --dry-run

This command will list the packages that would be removed, allowing you to review them
before proceeding.

4. Removing Specific Packages If you want to remove a specific package along with its
dependencies, you can specify the package name with the autoremove command:

sudo apt-get remove package_name
sudo apt-get autoremove

By regularly using apt-get autoremove, you can ensure that your Linux system remains clean and
efficient, avoiding the bloat that can come from unused dependencies.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Procedimento.com.br | Página 2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

