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Discover how to use Xamarin Live Player in the Windows environment

Xamarin Live Player is a powerful tool that allows developers to test and debug their Xamarin.Forms
applications in real-time on physical devices. It eliminates the need for lengthy build and deployment
processes, making the development cycle faster and more efficient. While Xamarin Live Player is
primarily designed for macOS and iOS development, it can also be used in the Windows environment
with a few adjustments.

To use Xamarin Live Player on Windows, you need to have Visual Studio installed. Xamarin Live
Player is integrated into Visual Studio, providing a seamless development experience. However,
there are a few limitations when using Xamarin Live Player on Windows compared to macOS.

One of the main differences is that Xamarin Live Player on Windows only supports Android devices.
This means you won't be able to test your iOS applications directly on a physical iOS device using
Xamarin Live Player on Windows. To test iOS applications, you will still need to use a macOS
machine.

Another difference is that Xamarin Live Player on Windows requires a USB connection to the Android
device. On macOS, you can use both USB and Wi-Fi connections. So, when using Xamarin Live
Player on Windows, ensure that your Android device is connected to your computer via USB.

Despite these limitations, Xamarin Live Player on Windows still provides a convenient way to test and
debug Xamarin.Forms applications on Android devices without the need for time-consuming build
and deployment processes.

Example:

To use Xamarin Live Player on Windows, follow these steps:

1. Install Visual Studio: Download and install Visual Studio from the official Microsoft website.

2. Enable Xamarin Live Player: Launch Visual Studio and go to "Tools" > "Options". In the
options window, navigate to "Xamarin" > "Other" and check the "Enable Xamarin Live Player"
checkbox. Click "OK" to save the changes.

3. Connect Android device: Connect your Android device to your computer using a USB cable.

4. Build and run the application: Open your Xamarin.Forms project in Visual Studio. In the
toolbar, select the target device as "Xamarin Live Player" and click the "Start" button to build
and run the application.

5. Scan QR code: Xamarin Live Player will generate a QR code. Open the Xamarin Live Player
app on your Android device and scan the QR code to establish a connection between your
device and Visual Studio.
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6. Test and debug: Once the connection is established, you can test and debug your

Xamarin.Forms application directly on your Android device using Xamarin Live Player.
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